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Product Focus concrete & Masonry

From decorative to structural, this month’s roundup represents the state of
the art and technology involved in such innovative materials and processes
as versatile steel-frame formworks, light-transmitting concrete panels,
special flooring finishes, and veneer cladding systems. Linda C. Lentz

At the World of Concrete, held in Las Vegas from January 22 to 25, Italian manufacturer Farina Casseforme
showcased its Destil Formwork System, a sophisticated series of modular concrete framing components,
in a visually compelling pavilion (above), designed by L.A.-based Italian architect Marcello Pozzi.

Flexible Italian formworks system is transformed into its own traveling exhibition

Intrigued by a rough architectural
aesthetic, ltalian architect Marcello
Pozzi, principal of the L.A.-based
MLLO, gladly took on the challenge
of designing a pavilion to introduce
the heavy-duty construction wares
of Farina Casseforme at the World
of Concrete. This being the Italian
company’s first foray into the U.S.
market, the booth needed to convey
its product and service offerings in
the typical instant required to garner
attention at such an exhibition.

To Pozzi, the solution was
apparent. "My idea was basically to
use the language of the formworks
to create the installation. On a job

site they would be temporary.

But | saw them as having the
consistency and weight of real con-
struction.” In this way, he explains,
“They became the architecture

of the pavilion—the actual walls,
ceiling, table, and desks.”

Indeed, the Destil Formwork
System is a comprehensive lineup
of modular 400-pound steel frames
backed by phenolic-resin-treated
plywood and engineered to hold
fluid tons of concrete up to a pres-
sure of 80 kilograms per square
meter. In the real world, they are
used to form walls, columns, and
slabs during construction. As the

dynamic structural element of the
pavilion, they were presented out of
context and appeared light and
buoyant, simultaneously demon-
strating their efficiency, functionality,
and flexibility.

The company can provide
standard heights of approximately
48" and 118" special-order sizes of
54", 106", and 130" and custom
sizes and shapes, such as special
angles, corners, and circular walls. A
generous range of interchangeable
accessories, clamps, and points of
connection allows for numerous
configurations of the steel frame
modules in any position. To assure

things run smoothly, the system
IS supported by full technical assis-
tance pre- and postsale.

In designing the pavilion,

Pozzi worked in close collaboration
with Ottavio Farina, who directed
the engineering team to solve the
Issues of height and stability, and
graphic designer Emanuele Gipponi,
who created the billboard-inspired
logos—a salute to L.A.

As for the system, according to
Pozzi, “It is very simple; moreover, its
modularity allows you to do almost
anything.” Farina Casseforme, San
Donato Milanese, Italy.
www.farinacasseforme.it circLE 211
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